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Kathryn Z. Johnston      A Lighter You in 2022 Luke 4:14-21 
January 23, 2022 Get Lit 1 Corinthians 12:12-20 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-20 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the 
body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, “Because I am not a 
hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the 
ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it 
any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the 
whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the 
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would 
the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 
 
Luke 4:14-21 
Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 
through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by 
everyone. When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue 
on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: “The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 
free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to 
say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
The Story of God for the people of God… 
 
The world has lost some icons over the last few weeks: Betty White, Sidney Poitier, Thich 
Naht Hanh… and some celebrities: Bob Saget, Louie Anderson, and Meatloaf. One we lost was 
both celebrity and icon – André Leon Talley. He was a judge on America’s Next Top Model 
(that’s the celebrity part) and a 6’7” gay, Black man who was famous for wearing capes and 
being a crucial part of the epicenter of the fashion scene working for Interview Magazine, 
Women’s Wear Daily, and of course, Vogue. That’s the part about being an icon. 
 
If you have seen The Devil Wears Prada starring Meryl Streep and Anne Hathaway, then you 
most likely know that Meryl Streep’s character was based on long-time Vogue Editor-in-Chief, 
Anna Wintour. Stanley Tucci’s character was based on André Leon Talley (why Stanley Tucci 
was chosen to play the part of a 6’7” gay, Black man is an important conversation for another 
day). 
 
Why I bring Mr. Talley into this sermon is because of how he found out about the world of 
fashion, his origin story if you will. He was brought up by his grandmother during the 50’s in 
Durham, North Carolina. She was a cleaner at Duke University and as the story goes, young 
André was first introduced to fashion as he would watch her and her friends wear their finest 
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hats and clothes to church on Sunday. But the real lightning struck when he went to the 
public library and found a Vogue magazine there. He said that flipping through that magazine 
felt like he was going down “a rabbit hole into a world of glamour.”1 
 
I’m guessing not too many folks in 1950s Durham said to the young Black boy that they were 
pretty sure he had an eye for fashion and should make it his mission to work for Vogue one 
day. But he felt a spark that led to a calling that led to a mission for his life. 
 
Our Gospel lesson this morning catches up with Jesus on the heels of his baptism and his 
experience being tempted in the wilderness for forty days. Our reading witnesses his return to 
his hometown synagogue where he gives his inauguration address by quoting from Isaiah: 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 
 
He then concludes by saying: Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing. 
 
That’s quite the new beginning – the ultimate in mission statements. He has summed up his 
life’s purpose, and as we know, he remains steadfast until the very bitter (albeit ultimately 
triumphant) end.  
 
What about you and me? What is our mission statement? What lights us up and prompts us 
to make a difference in this world? What if we chose to imitate this statement in living out 
the promises that were made when we were baptized? If only we would let the voice of Jesus 
light our way, instead of attending with great energy and devotion to the many other voices 
and promptings we receive. 
 
Knowing our mission helps keep our priorities straight – even if this verse from Isaiah seems a 
little bit too lofty, we can always dial it down to Matthew’s mission: 
Feed the hungry. 
Give the thirsty something to drink. 
Clothe the naked. 
Welcome the stranger. 
Help those who are sick. 
Visit the imprisoned. 
 
What gets you excited? What gets you… well… lit? 
When it comes to the mission of the Gospel and spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ – 
what lights you up? Where is a place you are called to shine? 
 
Today is a special day in the life of Mechanicsburg Presbyterian. We are ordaining and 
installing Ruling Elders and Deacons. These folks have responded to the love of Christ for 
them by committing themselves as officers of the church. God has called them, and they have 
responded. 

 
1 https://www.washingtonpost.com/arts-entertainment/2022/01/19/andre-leon-talley-dies/ 
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Our celebration of them and the liturgy that goes with it includes a reaffirmation of their 
baptismal vows.  When you are baptized in the church you – or your parents – are asked three 
questions. When you become a member of the church you are asked these same three 
questions. And when you respond to the call of God in your life to become an officer of the 
church you are once again asked these three questions: 
 

1) Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior, trusting in his 
grace and love?  

2) Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love? 
3) Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and 

renounce evil and its power in the world? 
 
Today is not just about the call to ministry of our friends and colleagues. Today is about the 
call of God on all of our lives. We are all called to live out our faith whether it be as a deacon 
or as an elder or as a parent or spouse or coworker or caregiver or neighbor or community 
member. 
 
If we know our mission, it will light the path we are intended to take. 
 
 
May God grant us eyes to see, ears to hear, hands to serve, feet to follow, and hearts to trust 
Emmanuel throughout this year! 
 
In the name of the Creator and the Christ and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


